

Requesting a renewal 


with an inflationary increase















A World-Class Zoo
Because of You
• Thanks to you, Hamilton County is home to the 


#1 Zoo in the Country!


• Hamilton County’s partnership has been crucial 
to the Zoo’s success.


• We are asking for a renewal with an inflationary 
increase because the risks that the consultant 
pointed out are real and we need to take a 
proactive approach.


• An increase would also allow us to expand the 
benefit to Hamilton County residents with a year-
round membership and ticket discount.







Inflationary pressures 
are expected to continue
• The Zoo has not received an increase 


since 2008. 


• Expenses that the Levy helps cover are 
UP 79% over the last 15 years.


• Salaries, wages and benefits account 
for 76% of all operating expenses.


• Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) compensation averages are 
increasing







You Can’t Be a World-Class Zoo Without 
Providing World-Class Care
• Wages and benefits are our biggest 


expense BY FAR!


• Salaries and hourly wages have risen 
dramatically over the last 15 years. 


• We are proud to be a leader in 
providing livable wages.


• We have a strong partnership with 
our unionized employees.


• We’re struggling to find and keep 
seasonal employees.







Projected


Rising Maintenance and Utility Costs
• Inflation will certainly increase 


maintenance costs.


• An old campus like ours is going to need 
repairs and upgrades, just like your house.


• Solar panels, stormwater tanks, waste management—
all great for the environment AND for bottom line.


• We're helping our neighbors achieve 
the same benefits.


Utility Cost Projections







Great Neighbor and 
Community Resource
• Lighting the neighborhood with 


LED lights and adding solar panels


• Leveraging partnerships to 
improve communities


• Maintain Urban Learning Garden 
at Rockdale Academy


• Stormwater management 
benefits neighbors







Economic Impact
From FY2020-2023…


• Economic Impact of $678.9 million 
($169.7 million each year)!


• Supported the total employment of 
8,766 individuals


• Supported a total $295.6 million in 
wages being paid


“The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
is foundational to the Cincinnati region’s         
economic and societal well-being.”


—2023 UC Economic Impact Study







“The Cincinnati Zoo maintains a vital 
role in stimulating the Hamilton 
County economy.”


—2023 UC Economic Impact Study


Economic Impact
• Tax revenue generated for state 


and local government totaled 
$34 million from FY2020-2023. 


• The fiscal impact averaged 
approximately $8.5 million 
annually in total sales, earnings, 
and lodging taxes.







Economic Impact


• On average, for every $1 of tax levy 
funding the Zoo received, it generated 
$8.14 in economic benefit within 
Hamilton County due to the spending 
of nonlocal visitors.


“Individuals that are nonlocal to Hamilton 
County are contributing new dollars to the 
local economy that otherwise would not 
occur were it not for the Cincinnati Zoo."


—2023 UC Economic Impact Study







Incredible Asset
… brought to you by 


Hamilton County


• Cincinnati Zoo is the #1 attraction in the area.


• We provide jobs, attract tourists, and educate 
the public about animals and conservation.


• Hamilton County’s support is crucial to the 
Zoo’s success. The 40-year partnership is 
one that continues to be mutually beneficial.


• Levy funding used to cover 41% of operational 
costs and currently covers 17%.


• The tax levy supports vital Zoo operations and 
brings 8x every tax dollar received back to 
Hamilton County!







WITH an Increase 
we CAN…


• Keep the Zoo affordable for all


• Continue to take care of our aging 
campus and cover expenses that have 
risen dramatically over the last 15 years


• Continue to be a world-class Zoo 
that attracts millions of visitors to 
Hamilton County


• Expand the benefit to Hamilton County 
residents with a year-round membership 
and ticket discount







Questions?
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